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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET No. 2001-507-E

In Re: Application of Palmetto Energy Center, LLC, )
For a Certificate of Environmental )

Comp_/tibility And Public Convenience )

and Necessity to Construct a Major Utility )

Facility )
)

RESPONSES OF PALMETTO

ENERGY CENTER TO

STAFF INFORMATION

DATA REQUEST

NUMBER 1

TO: Wayne Burdett, Manager

Utilities Department
And

F. David Butler

General Counsel

Palmetto Energy Center submits the following responses to the Staff Information Data

Request No. 1, dated February 7, 2002.

1. The Commission, in its Order No 2002-19, dated January 11, 2002, in Docket No. 2001-

420-E, Application of South Carolina Electric & Gas Company for a Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility and Public Convenience and Necessity for the Jasper

County Generating Facility, found that a summary of alternative generating sites and the

economic and engineering justification for the actual site chosen for the facility should be

considered a required component of all future siting applications before the Commission.

Therefore, in addition to the materials included in the Application of Palmetto Energy,

please provide a summary of the alternative sites along with the economic and

engineering justification for the actual site selected.

RESPONSE:

Upon its decision that the construction and operation of the Palmetto Energy Center was

economically justifiable based on a study of South Carolina's growth, its power needs, electrical

system infrastructure and natural gas infrastructure, Caipine developed a list of potential sites

which met the following general criteria:

(1)

(2)

the proximity of adequate electric transmission;

the availability of adequate and economical natural gas transmission facilities;
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(3) the availability of sufficient water supply;

(4) the availability of adequate wastewater treatment and discharge facilities;

(5) the suitability of power production as a permitted use under applicable zoning

laws or ordinances;

(6) the absence of significant environmental issues; and

(7) receptivity of the local community.

In applying the criteria to the potential sites Calpine first evaluated electric transmission

availability, industrially zoned properties and water availability. Calpine thencontacted local

officials responsible for economic development to assess specific properties in light of all of the

criteria. That process produced several potential sites as follows:

• Several sites in the vicinity of Duke's Newport substation in York County, southwest of Lake

Wylie. While these sites were zoned industrial, they were in areas that have become or are

rapidly becoming residential, and the use was viewed as incompatible with the

neighborhoods. Consequently, Calpine eliminated those sites.

• Sites in Cherokee County, near the Broad River, were eliminated because of the existence of

our Broad River.Energy Center, which already places a heavy reliance on 230 kV lines in the

area; and Duke's Cherokee peaking station, a 640 MW plant on those same lines. Location

of the Palmetto Energy Center on any of those sites would have required Calpine to rely too

heavily on that part of the transmission system.

• Sites in northwestern Lancaster County were ruled out because of the additional gas

transmission costs and anticipated delays in negotiations with the landowners.

• Sites nearer to Greenville were ruled out because of the number of announced projects in that

area.
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Calpineselectedthe sitein theBradleyIndustrialParkbecauseit bestsatisfiedthecriteria

we had identified comparedto the otherpotential sites. The site is zonedfor industry, has

adequatewater supply and adequatewastewaterfacilities, is in closeproximity to Duke's 500

KV transmissionline, is well buffered from other landowners,and hasreasonableaccessto

naturalgastransportation.In addition,theSpringsCompany,theownerof theBradleyIndustrial

Park,conductedits reviewof Calpineandour proposedPalmettoEnergyCenteranddetermined

that the Projectwould be a suitableaddition to the park and that Calpinewould be a good

corporatecitizenfor thecommunityandwouldconstructandoperatethePalmettoEnergyCenter

in a mannerconsistentwith the Springs Company'scommitment to stewardshipof natural

resourcesand to the local community. Community leaders and economicdevelopment

representativeshave reviewed Calpine's plans and have expressedsupportfor the Palmetto

Energyproject.

2. TheCommissionin its OrderNo. 2002-19datedJanuary11,2002in DocketNo.
2001-420-E,Application of South Carolina Electric & Gas Company for a
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Convenienceand
Necessityfor the JasperCountyGeneratingFacility, foundthat thetransmission
intercormectionstudyon thetransmissionimpactsof theproposedfacility should
be considereda requiredcomponentof all future siting applicationsbefore the
Commission. Therefore,in additionto thematerialsincludedin theApplication

" of Palmetto Energy, please provide the transmission intercounection study on the

transmission impacts of the proposed facility.

RESPONSE:

The attached materials describe the conduct and results of the generation interconnection

study which Duke Energy l_erformed for Palmetto Energy's proposed Project. The materials

describe the study methodology and the thermal study results.
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Respectfullysubmitted,

RobertT. Bookman,Esquire
McNAIR LAW FIRM,P,A,
PostOfficeBox 11390
Columbia,SouthCarolina 29211
(803)799-9800

February152002

Columbia,SouthCarolina

By" Z-'_,(f---
Attorney for Palmetto Energy Center
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

BEFORE TI_E SOUTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 2001-507-E

IN THE MATTER OF: )

)
)

Application of Palmetto Energy Center, LLC )
a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility )

and Public Convenience and Necessity )
.)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Ruthel M. Watson, do hereby certify that I have this date served one (1) copy of the foregoing

Responses of Palmetto Energy Center to Staff Information Data Request Number 1 upon the following

counsel of record by causing said copy to be deposited with the United States Mail, first class postage

prepaid, and addressed as follows:

Wayne Burdett
South Carolina Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 11649

Columbia, SC 29211

David Butler
South Carolina Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 11649

Columbia, SC 29211

Hana Porkoma-Williamson

StaffAttorney
South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs

Post Office Box5757
Columbia, South Carolina 29250-5757.

Ruthel M. Watson

McNAIR LAW FIRM, P.A.
Post Office Box 11390

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

(803) 799-9800

February 15, 2002

Columbia, South Carolina
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